
Representing: Baberton, Balerno, Blinkbonny, Bonaly, Broomhouse, Buckstone, Calders, Colinton, Colinton Mains, Currie, Dreghorn, 
Fairmilehead, Firrhill, Hermiston, Juniper Green, Kingsknowe, Longstone, Oxgangs, Parkhead, Ratho, Redhall, Saughton Mains, 

Sighthill, Spylaw, Stenhouse, Swanston, Wester Hailes and Whitson. 

After years of calls from Gordon, empty Ministry of Defence homes in 
Edinburgh are set to be used to help tackle the housing shortage.  
Gordon has previously raised the issue in the Scottish Parliament and 
has written to numerous UK Government Defence Secretaries. 

In 2021, it was revealed that nearly 11,000 MoD homes were empty 
across the UK, with 900 in Scotland.  These homes have been left empty 
for years instead of being put to good use for those in need. 

Edinburgh Council will now be able to purchase 23 properties from the 
Dreghorn MoD Estate with an option to purchase a further 55. 

Commenting Gordon said, “I am delighted to see empty MoD homes will 
now be put to good use and not before time.  It was never right that so 
many homes were left lying empty, which is why I have long been calling 
for them to be used to help people whose lives would benefit from 
being housed in the properties.” 

However, in an FoI request to Edinburgh Council made by Gordon, it was 
disclosed that there are currently 224 vacant council houses in the South 
West Locality alone, of which 118 have been vacant for over 6 months 
and 117 are awaiting renovation before letting. 

Gordon commented, “It is disheartening that despite campaigning for 
Edinburgh Council to take possession of additional MoD properties that 
the current Labour Administration are unable to let out a large 
proportion of the council housing they already have.” 

Gordon is encouraging 
constituents to check they are not 
missing out on one of the 12 
benefits administered by Social 
Security Scotland, 7 of which are 
only available in Scotland including 
the unique Scottish Child Payment. 

The new Winter Heating Payment 
will be paid automatically to 
400,000 people across Scotland 
when it is introduced in February. 

Gordon commented, “As we 
embark on a new year, I know that 
many people will be struggling due 
to the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. 

“This pressure can be more acute 
for people on low incomes or who 
face additional costs due to a 
disability or ill-health condition.” 

You can apply by phone (0800 182 
2222) or online at: 
www.mygov.scot/browse/
benefits/social-security-scotland 

Social Security 
Scotland 
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SSPCA 
Pet Aid 

Pet Aid is an SSPCA initiative to 
support people and pets who are 
struggling. 

Through Pet Aid, the SSPCA 
provide essential food supplies for 
animals through a network of food 
banks across most of Scotland. 

Gordon said, “Keeping pets and 
people together is an effective way 
to protect animal welfare.  No-one 
should need to give up their pet 
because they cannot afford pet 
food and items.” 

The SSPCA will also accept 
dominations of dog and cat food 
(wet and dry), treats, clean 
bedding, bowls, carriers, and 
unbroken toys, leads, harnesses, 
and brushes. 

If you need help or advice, you can 
call on 03000 999 999. 

Contact Gordon Macdonald MSP 
 gordon.macdonald.msp@parliament.scot 
  0131 443 0595 
 The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
       Gordon Macdonald MSP        @GMacdonaldMSP 

Weekly Surgeries 
Gordon is now holding open surgeries for constituents to attend every 
Friday at 10am.  The locations for these can be found at: - 
https://www.gordonmacdonaldmsp.info/surgery 

At an event in the Scottish 
Parliament, Gordon met with 
representatives of the Open 
University in Scotland. 

Gordon noted, “Within Scotland, 
the Open University has over 
22,000 students.  There are  
students in every parliamentary 
constituency and region. 

“Of the 300 Open University 
students my Edinburgh Pentlands 
constituency, 75% are in 
employment, 67% receive a part-
time fee grant, 21% declare a 
disability, and 21% don’t have 
traditional university entrance 
qualifications.   

“This reflects the diversity of 
students that are served by the OU 
who otherwise might not be able 
to be served by traditional higher 
education institutions”. 

Open 
University 

Gordon met with organisers and 
users of the Community Wellbeing 
Collective at Westside Plaza.   

The Collective is made up of over 
30 locally-connected people who 
meet in the Community Wellbeing 
Space in Wester Hailes shopping 
centre.  The Collective provide free 
activities to enhance health, 
wellbeing, local action, and create 
community cohesion. 

Gordon noted, “The Collective 
provide a programme that 
combats a range of issues such as 
negative effects of poverty, social 
isolation, and low mental health.  
There is also an after school club 
and provision of a warm space.” 

The MACS After School Club is a 
free weekly drop-in session for 
children aged 5-11, which features  
“Motivation Arts Culture Stories” 
with local artists to celebrate the 
cultures of people living in and 
around Wester Hailes. 

All activities are free and the 
Collective can be contacted at the 
Community Wellbeing Space, 
Westside Plaza Shopping Centre, 
and at 

communitywellbeingcollective@gmail.com 

Wester Hailes 
Wellbeing 
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